
Festa - centre for social responsibility  
Festa is a centre for corporate social responsibility. Their main goal is to educate companies, 
organizations and all types of organizational units about CSR and promote sustainability. 
They also promote awareness in the society about sustainability and CSR and encourage 
collaborations and actions. Festa is a member of the UN Global Compact and CSR Europe.  

Over 100 Icelandic companies, municipalities and institutions are members at Festa, and 
Festa encourages them to work at CSR and a more sustainable operations. Festa educates 
their members about the United Nation's goals for sustainable development.  

Festa, together with the city of Reykjavík, published a statement about the climate that states 
they will reduce greenhouse gas emissions and minimize negative environmental impact 
through targeted actions. They will display social responsibility by:  

1. Reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
2. Reduce waste generation 
3. Measure the results and regularly publish information on the status of the above 

factors 
At this time, 114 Icelandic companies have signed the statement. 

Festa published a climate calculator, where your company can calculate the greenhouse gas 
emissions they produce, both directly and indirectly.  

Festa encourages circular development, for example by offering education, workshops and 
modules about the circular economy. They are enhancing Iceland's knowledge to become 
more circular. Their international collaborations are focused on becoming more circular. 

It is highly debatable id CSR is the answer when it comes to companies becoming more 
sustainable. When done right, it can have wonderful effects on the environment and the 
society, but when it is used to clear the conscience of companies doing great harm to the 
environment with their main operations, I don't think greenwashing with CSR will fix the 
main problem. That is the main thing I have against Festa, that I feel like they put too much 
emphasis on CSR, when I would rather put more focus on encouraging companies to make 
their core operations more sustainable and circular.  

In the first picture is Hrund Gunnsteinsdóttir, the managing director of Festa. The second is 
Festa's office, located in Reykjavík University.   

 

 


