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Second Hand Bookshops at Ankara/TURKEY 
I visited two secondhand bookshops at Tunali district, which is one of the most alive 

and reputed district of Ankara. First one`s name is Devr-i Alem, which means 

“around the world”. They sell both new and old books. This one becomes specialized 

at selling comic books. Another bookshop in the area is Capital City Secondhand 

Book Seller. This one sells only secondhand books.  

I interviewed with Murat Polat owner of this secondhand bookshop and asked how 

he gets second hand books to sell in his shop. He said that sometimes people come 

to him and sell their own books. But mostly, there are people doing this as a 

business, who are called as traders. At the moment of my visit, there are many 

different types of books available, such as history books, dictionaries, novels, 

schoolbooks. Therefore, this one fits to everyone. In addition, he said that online 

shopping is very common among young readers and academicians. 

The second hand shops supply books both that are no longer printed and that are 

still printed.  In any case, they provide a bridge between people who need them and 

who no longer need them. Thus, printing new books decreases. Decreasing printing 

new ones results in less paper consumption. The raw material of paper is tree. So, 

using secondhand books helps to save our trees and to protect forests. They 

claimed that reducing paper consumption with selling secondhand books is helpful to 

fight with climate change.  

They send wornout old books or the ones that aren’t needed anymore to recycling. 

Besides, they also direct people to recycling and think that they increase the 

awareness of people in this regard. 

Although there are approximately 60.000 books at the shop, they have a problem of 

exhibiting books. The place is so small that they cant exhibit all books properly. This 

issue has an impact on development of secondhand books in a negative way. 

 



To sum up, books, therefore paper consumption is an essential need for young 

populated countries, like Turkey. If more people, especially the youth are informed 

about the secondhand bookshops and recycling, paper consumption can be 

decreased. Circular economy can be improved by raising people’s consciousness in 

countries as Turkey, which has mostly young population. 

 

 


