
Kolviður  
Kolviður is an Icelandic carbon fund which was founded in 2006 by the Icelandic 
Environmental Union and the Icelandic Forestry Association. It aims reduce carbon dioxide 
(CO2) in the atmosphere by planting trees and therefore binding the CO2. On their website 
they have a calculator which can calculate the estimated carbon footprint that is produced, 
for example by airplanes and cars. With this calculator both companies and individuals can 
estimate their carbon footprint and try to even it out by planting trees. 
Over the past few years people have become more aware of their carbon footprint and focus 
more on how they can make the earth a bit greener. This development can clearly been seen 
by the increasing demand of the service that Kolviður offers. Last year only 70 individuals 
purchased trees to offset their carbon footprint but as of this year over 400 people have 
purchased trees. 
When Kolviður gets a land they aim to plant 
trees on around 80% of the area and the 
remaining 20 % are reserved for trails and 
recreational areas. Geitasandur was the 
first area to be complete. The planting in 
Geitasandur began in 2007 (see picture to 
the right) and was finished in 2016 and is 
now availble for the public. Kolviður‘s goals 
are not only to plant trees and reduce CO2 
in the atmosphere but also to create a 
space in nature that people can use and 
enjoy.  
When Kolviður plants trees they make sure 
not to disturb the balance of the Icelandic 
forest. For example it would bind the most CO2 if only aspen were planted but as they make 
up only about 15% of Icelandic forest it would change the balance dramatically. Here below 
is a pie chart that shows the distribution of trees in icelandic forests and Kolviður aims to plant 

according to this. 
Kolviður is a great fund and I am really 
fond of it. It is a non-profit and their 
documents are available online so the 
fund is very transparent which increases 
the public trust in them. It would be a 
splendid if other countries could have 
funds like this as it is incredible important 
to try to offset the carbon footprint and 
make the earth a bit greener.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


