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What is Reykjavík tool library and how does it function? 

„A tool library in general, not only the Reykjavík tool library it works like a library, except instead 
of books you loan tools. So you get a membership and a fee. So here it goes from 5000 ISK to 
14000 ISK depending on what type of things you want to borrow, and then you can just borrow 
what you need. If you need a drill for putting some shelves up you can borrow that drill for up to 
three days. Or if lets say that you need to re-do your kitchen then you can borrow the tools for up to 
seven days and then there is also a special membership designed for that. So since Reykjavík tool 

library works like a normal book library if you return the items late you get a late fee.“ 

How do you take in climate account? How does your company help the environment? 

„We are not directly active but what we do has a subsequent consequence to it. By borrowing things 
and sharing things it means that we can reduce consumption and reduce the need for creating new 
things, especially taking into account that a lot of the tools that are manufactured today are made 
with plastic and metals and those resources are limited or should be limited in some cases like plas-
tic. Thus by creating a library where people can borrow things that means that people have to buy 
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less, which means that you use a tool for as long as you need to use it. For example a drill normally 
has a 100 hour life span, while the average person only uses it for 12 minutes of that whole lifespan. 
So then you might think to yourself, what is the point of buying something that in your whole life 
you’re only going to use it for 12 minutes? This kind of consumerism only makes people end up 
spending money and using up resources. By creating a tool library we reduce our carbon footprint, 
consumerism and reduce use of those recourses.  Besides having a tool library we also run a 
monthly repair café here at Reykjavík tool library. In the repair café we have about 30 volunteers 
that help other people repair things like clothing, electronics, furniture etc. Since we started the re-
pair café we have prevented about 417 kilos of things from landfills. Most of the things that we 
have been fixing are generally bikes, clothing and a lot of toasters. Some things are also made for 
breaking on purpose while other things you use so much that they break. So we are making sure of 
that things are not breaking as often. Sometimes people come to the repair café and say to me that 
they want to buy a new toaster but then as soon as they start repairing the broken toaster they be-
come curious about the process. We also have workshops where we mend things and teach people 
how to sow and put bikes together for example. So I guess that we are quite active here at Rey-
kjavík tool library in the environmental front as in we are actually actively doing things rather then 
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just talking  about doing something to save the environment. I think a lot of people spend a lot of 
time talking about things and not doing things to fix or combat the problem. 

 

Does it have a positive impact on the local community? 

„I would say so! Most of the people that for example join the repair café keep coming back. It is a 
community we are trying to create here by bringing people together that have the common interest 
of saving the environment and helping each other out. The main thing is that we want to share 
things, but not only things also skills and knowledge. It is good to have that sort of community and 
people come buy the tool library sometimes just to have a coffee and hang out, they don’t particu-
larly need anything they just want to hang out and they are welcome to do that.“ 

 

Would you say that you take circular economy into account?  

„Of course! Our whole company is based around circular economy.“ 

 

Would you say that your company has some negative impact on the environment ? 

„I think every company has a negative impact on the environment. We still produce rubbish, we 
still produce things, we are still unable to recycle everything that we want to recycle. It just a matter 
of reducing what we can and make an impact where we can.“ 

Where did you get the idea for Reykjavik tool library? 

„So I am originally from Brazil but I used to work as a conservative restorer in the United Kingdom 
before I moved to Iceland. So I always owned a lot of tools because of that job and also because I 
used to make surf boards as a hobby. Before I moved to Iceland I sold all my tools thinking I would 
just buy them again when I got here and that was a mistake. The idea then came to me from that ex-
perience since I myself needed tools and went to rent some tools here and it was extremely expen-
sive. It costed as much to loan one tool for a day as it costed to buy a new tool, so of course with 
that in mind people are always going to opt for buying the tool themselves. So I started doing re-
search on other possibilities on what people were doing about accessibility to tool sharing and then 
I bumped into the Toronto tool library. The Toronto tool library has four tool libraries in Toronto at 
the moment. So I drew inspiration from that place. I went to Toronto to visit the tool library there 
and when I got back home I made a Karolina Fund and that is how it all started.“ 
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In what way do you think we can aid to a better circular system?  

„I think people need to be more honest with them selves. Because there is a lot about lying to your-
self. People tell to themselves that they need to buy something, when most of the time they do not 
really need to buy that thing. People need to be honest with them selves. If you want something be-
cause you want something that is one thing if you tell me that you need it that is a different thing. 
What we have to make ourselves understand is what is need and what is want. Just be honest with 
yourself.“ 

 

 


